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Honorable Minister’s Foreword

The Urban Development Authority was established under
the Urban Development Authority Act No. 41 of 1978, for
the systematic planned urban development in the declared
urban areas andcontinue to actively contribute towards it.

Steps have been taken to formulate comprehensive
development plans for each urban development area,
based on the efficient and effective use of physical space
so that all areas of Sri Lanka make an equal contribution
to the development process of the country.

The Kurunegala Town provide services to a large population.
Accordingly, Kurunegala Pradeshiya sabha and Municipal Council Planning Areas
has the potential to become a town that continues to provide residential and
commercial services. This potential is further enhanced by the natural ecosystem
of the surrounding area and the agricultural value. These development plans aim to
develop the Kurunegala Town by utilizing the potential of the area.

For the realization of His Excellency the president’s vision “Vistas of Prosperity”
the new Re-urbanization Programme has been formulated in wide consultation with
Professionals, Specialists, Stakeholders & communities with strategies having an
excellent technological methodology and innovative approach.

Accordingly, | commend the Chairman of the Urban Development Authority, the
Director General, the planning teams and all the officers of the Urban Development
Authority who assisted in making this work a success. Further, | also appreciate and
believe through the support and contribution of the relevant Local Government
Institutions, Public and Private Sector Institutions and the general public, Kurunegala
Development plan would be successfully implemented.

Hon.Mahinda Rajapaksa (M. P)
Minister of Urban Development & Housing
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Honorable State Minister’s Foreword

As a pioneer in Sri Lanka in achieving modern sustainable
development goals, the Urban Development Authority
has a great responsibility. Accordingly, it is essential to
prepare development plans for the Urban Development
Areas declared by the Hon. Minister in charge of the
subject in terms of the Urban Development Authority
Amendment Act No. 04 of 1982 (Part Il, Section 8A (1)).

The development plans thus formulated are primarily
aimed at building a productive citizen, a happy family, a
dignified society and a prosperous nation, which are the
core aspirations of the vistas of prosperity. | also believe
that these development plans will go a long way in achieving the objectives of urban
development and guidelines through a formal reurbanization plan that will bring
economic stability to the urban population.

Therefore, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the planning team and to
all those who have played a very responsible role in preparing this plan and | hope
that you will all contribute to the expectations of the vision of prosperity.

Dr. Nalaka Godahewa (M.P)
State Minister of Urban Development, Coast Conservation,
Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness
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Honorable Chairman’s Foreword
Urban Development Authority

Throughout the last four decades, Urban Development
Authority has been serving as the apex planning authority
in Sri Lanka having the statutory powers to prepare and
enforce urban development plans.

Urban Development Plans cover a number of fields including
optimum, effective and efficient use of land and managing
the quality of its environment. These development plans
are prepared for the promotion and guidelines of public
well-being in urban areas and the people.

According to the present government’s manifesto, it is
compulsory to prepare development plans for areas which have been declared as
urban development areas by the subject minister as per section 8 A (1) under part |l
of Urban Development Authority Act No. 04 of 1982 (Amendment).

The Development Plan for Kurunegala Declared Area has been prepared for the
period 2021 - 2030 considering the physical, economic, social and environmental
factors, while successfully overcoming the challenges in preparing the development
plan through tools and methodologies with which the Urban Development Authority
is equipped.

Therefore, | extend my heart felt gratitude to the planning team who dedicatedly
worked for ensuring successful completion of this plan and to those who contributed
in numerous ways. At the same time | also expect that all parties who contributed
for the preparation of this plan will also effectively contribute in future as well for
successful implementation of the plan.

Archt. Harshan De Silva
Chairman
Urban Development Authority
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Message of the Mayor of Kurunegala Municipal
Council and the Chairman of Kurunegala Pradeshiya
Sabha

We express our gratitude to the Urban Development Authority, for developing a
development plan for the Kurunegala based on the vision of ‘developing a metro city
of Kurunegala’, with considering as a common planning boundary both Kurunegala
Municipal Council Area and Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha Area. This plan aims to
formalize the urban development in the Kurunegala town area (the administrative
capital of the Northwestern Province) which is currently ongoing as the irregular
manner. We believe that, these two local authorities able to move towards an equal
development, according to the shared vision of this proposed development plan.

We appreciate the realistic attempt of the Urban Development Authority to make the
development plan for Kurunegala as a participatory planning approach, by considering
criticism, suggestions and recommendations which are recommended by of us and
the representatives of the general public. We are assuring our participation and
support to implement this development plan for Kurunegala within the next decade.
Similarly, we wish to participate all citizens and active working parties in private and
institutional level to achieve the expectations of the Kurunegala Development Plan
by the year 2030.

Thushara Sanjeewa Witharana Achala Nimantha Wikramathilaka
Honurable The Mayor Honourable The Chairman
Kurunagala Municipal Council Kurunagala Pradeshiya Sabha
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Preface

At present, there is a need for a formal development plan to address the challenges
posed by development in Kurunegala and its suburbs. Accordingly, this plan has
been formulated in such a way as to achieve a formal development of service based
economic sector while preserving the existing green environment and taking into
consideration the current economic, social and environmental conditions in the
Kurunegala town.

Kurunegala Development Plan 2021-2030 consists of three sections as |, Il and Il and
Part | consists of Chapters on Background Study, Preliminary Study, Need of the
development plan, Planning framework, SWOT Analysis and the Plan. Part Il of the
development plan contains development zones and zoning guidelines for the time
period of 2021-2030. Part Ill consists of the coordinates of zoning boundaries and all
the annexures.

Part | - Chapter | of the Plan describes the meaning of the development plan, its legal
context, and the stockholders of the plan, the scope and the planning process. Chapters
2 and 3 describe the planning area, the history of the area, planning boundary, and
the need of development the plan. Chapter 4 contains the vision, goals and strategic
plans, and Chapter 5 contains a detailed description of the SWOT analysis for each
objective. Chapter 6 of the plan outlines the concept plan and the proposed land
use development plan. The main strategies of the Kurunegala Development Plan
come under this section as follows. Roads and transport development strategies,
Sustainable environmental development strategies, Economic development strategies,
Infrastructure development strategies and Implementation strategies.

Chapter 7 consist with design and building requirements, and Chapter 8 describes
the identified zoning and zoning requirements. Chapter 9 includes the development
guide plan for special commercial zone. Chapter 10 includes the proposed road width,
building boundaries and reserves.

Accordingly, the objective of this Authority and the Government of Sri Lanka is to
implement the Kurunegala Development Plan 2021-2030 in the near future.
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APPROVAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AREA
OF KURUNEGALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AREA AND THE KURUNEGALA
PRADESHIYA SABHA AREA

I, Mahinda Rajapaksa, Minister of Urban Development and Housing do hereby approve the
development plan for the Kurunegala Municipal Council Area and the Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha
Area, having considered the recommendation made by the Board of Management of the Urban
Development Authority on 24™ September, 2020 by virtue of the powers vested in me under section 8
“F” of the Urban Development Authority (Amendment) Act No.4 of 1982.

@WKQ’J\W‘I\D'

Mahinda Rajapaksa (M.P)

Minister of Urban Development and Housing

Ministry of Urban Development and Housing,
17 and 18% Floors,

“Subhurupaya”,

Sri Subhuthipura Road,

Battaramulla.

Date: ‘5 April, 2021.
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Gazette Notification
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The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

EXTRAORDINARY

gozm 2236/21 - 2021 ¢8 ®es 13 &8 geowsHae - 2021.07.13
No. 2236/21 — TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2021

(Published by Authority)

PART I: SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Government Notifications

APPROVAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AREA
OF KURUNEGALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AREA AND
THE KURUNEGALA PRADESHIYA SABHA AREA

I, Mahinda Rajapaksa, Minister of Urban Development and Housing do hereby approve the development plan for the
Kurunegala Municipal Council Area and the Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha Area, having considered the
recommendation made by the Board of Management of the Urban Development Authority on 24th September, 2020 by
virtue of the powers vested in me under Section 8 "F" of the Urban Development Authority (Amendment) Act, No. 04 of
1982.

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA (M.P.),
Minister of Urban Development and Housing.
Ministry of Urban Development and Housing,
17th and 18th Floors,
Suhurupaya,
Subhuthipura Road,
Battaramulla.

15th April, 2021.

07-573/1

1A - G 34648 -60 (07/2021) E*.

This Gazette Extraordinary can be downloaded from www.documents.gov.lk
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PART 1: Sec (I) - GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA - 13.07.2021

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT
AREA OF THE URBAN COUNCIL OF KURUNEGALA AND
THE PRADESHIYA SABHA LIMIT OF KURUNEGALA

NOTICE is hereby given to the General Public of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka under Section 8 (G) of
the Urban Development Authority Law No. 41 of 1978 as amended by the Act, No. 04 of 1982 that I,
Mahinda Rajapaksa, the Minister in charge of the subject of Urban Development & Housing by virtue of the powers
vested in me under Section 8 (F) of the said Act, have approved the Development Plan for the Urban Development Area
of the Urban Council of Kurunegala and the Pradeshiya Sabha limit of Kurunegala, prepared under Section 8 (A) of the
said Act, on the 15th day of April, 2021.

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA (M.P.),
Minister of Urban Development and Housing.
Ministry of Urban Development and Housing,
17th and 18th Floors,
Suhurupaya,
Subhuthipura Road,
Battaramulla.

12th July, 2021.

07 -573/2

APPROVAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AREA OF
THE URBAN COUNCIL OF KURUNEGALA AND
THE PRADESHIYA SABHA LIMIT OF KURUNEGALA

PUBLIC are hereby informed that the Development Plan prepared for the Urban Development area of the Urban Council
of Kurunegala and the Pradeshiya Sabha limit of Kurunegala under Section 8 (A) of the Urban Development Authority
Law, No. 41 of 1978 as amended by the Act. No. 4 of 1982, has been approved on 15th April, 2021, by
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, Minister of Urban Development & Housing by virtue of powers vested on him under Section
8 (F) of the said Act.

Archt. HARSHAN DE SILVA,
Chairman,

Urban Development Authority.
12th July, 2021.

07 -573/3

PRINTED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, SRI LANKA.
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Chapter 01

Background of the Development Plan

Introduction

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Chapter 01
Background Of The Development Plan

1.1. Introduction

Kurunegala Municipal Council Area has been declared under the Urban
Development Authority Law on 01lst of June 1979 by the Gazette notification
bearing no. 38/16. The Development Plan 2006 - 2015 Gazetted on 19.09.2006
by the Gazette bearing no. 1467/33 is expired to the date.

The area covering 96km? and consist of 54 Gramaniladhari Divisions of the
Pradeshiya Sabha that encompasses Kurunegala Municipal Council Area has
been declared under Urban Development Authority Law by Gazette notification
bearing no. 1926/20 on 04.08.2015. With the development of Central Express
Way the entire Pradeshiya Sabha Area of Kurunegala has been declared under
the said Law by Gazette notification bearing no. 2068/47 on 28.04.2018.

There is a power to prepare a Development Plan for those areas declared
under Urban Development Authority Law according to section 8 of Part 2 of
the Urban Development Authority Law amendment Act No.4 of 1982 which
depicts the planning procedure read with section 3 of Urban Development
Authority Law No. 41 of 1978 passed by the National State Assembly.

With the rapid urbanization process in Sri Lanka through state policies and
economic actions the whole Pradeshiya Sabha Area encompassing Kurunegala
Municipal Council Area is subject to urbanization following settlement. At
the same time the entire area declared as an Urban Development Area where
it covers Kurunegala Municipal Council Area (10.53m?) and the Pradeshiya
Sabha Area (245m?) has been selected as a planning area in the process
of preparation of Development Plan for the reason that spread effect
from the express way that acrosses Kurunegala Town as a development
project to the development of Kurunegala Town as a transport center is
evident. Steps are taken to introduce detail plan for the strategic areas
while common plans and building guidelines are introduced for other areas.

Urban Development Authority 5
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1.2. Stakeholders of the plan

In the preparation of this Development Plan the guidance ideas and proposals
were obtained from the following agencies.

Main Partners
=  Kurunegala Municipal Council
=  Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha

Consultancy Agencies

=  Divisional Secretariat - Kurunegala

= Divisional Secretariat - Maspotha

. Divisional Secretariat - Mallawapitiya

=  Survey Department - Kurunegala

=  Zonal Education Department - Kurunegala

=  Police Department - Kurunegala

= Commissioner of Local Government, Local Government
Department - Kurunegala

=  Wayamba Provincial Development Authority - Kurunegala

=  Archeological Department - Hettipola

= National Water Supply and Drainage Board - Kurunegala

=  Forest Conservation Department - Kurunegala

=  Coconut Development Board - Kurunegala

=  Central Environmental Authority - Kurunegala

=  North Western Provincial Environmental Authority - Kurunegala

=  Railway Department - Kurunegala

=  Agriculture Department - Kurunegala

= National Transport Board - Kurunegala

=  Passenger Transport Authority - Kurunegala

= Ceylon Electricity Board - Kuliyapitiya

=  SrilLanka Telecom - Kurunegala

=  School Van Owners Association - Kurunegala

=  Traders Association - Kurunegala

6 Urban Development Authority



Chapter 01

Background of the Development Plan

The Scope of the Development Plan

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

1.3 The Scope of the Development Plan

Under this context the status given to Kurunegala Town according to the present
government manifesto (Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour)and National
Physical Planning Policy 2050, the Linkage of the Town in the National and
Regional context, the Development Projects now being under implementation
and proposed within the Area, the contribution so far made by the Plans to the
Town and applicable Special Enactments are emphasized hereunder.

A Development Plan is a document that describes the strategies containing
guidance for sustainable development and proper planning of an area with
objectives.The Urban Development Authority is vested with the powers to guide
toachieve objectives physically forsuchanareaandto prepareanintegrated plan
for the purpose of Economic, Social Environmental and Physical Development of
an area declared under Urban Development Authority Law and to do Physical
Development and implement and promote the same. Thus priority has been
given to achieve Physical Development in the process of preparing Development
Plan for Kurunegala Town.

As identified in the Present government manifesto (Figure 1.1), the city of
Kurunegala has been given high importance to develop as a national city. Five of
the ten policies of that prosperity manifesto(a productive citizen, a prosperous
humanresource,apeople-centeredeconomy,atechnology-basedsociety,physical
resource development, sustainable environmental management) are directly
related to development plans. In formulating this development plan, the vision,
objectives, objectives and strategies of the development plan are formulated
within the same policies.

Nationally a high priority would be given by about 2050 to Kurunegala Town as
it is identified as a main Economic Center at Colombo - Trincomalee economic
corridorwhich connects Colombo Trincomalee through the new Physical Planning
Policy prepared by National Physical Planning Department (Map No.1.1) This Plan
has been prepared by taking into account the aforesaid opportunity to archive
the vision of “the Emerging” Wayamba Metropolis encircling Athugala. For the
purpose of developing bright economic center a high priority has been given
to economic development strategies related to economic growth levels of the
Town and for the above purpose the economic development strategies such as
expansion of the Urban Area, the center for distribution of goods, introduction
of information technology village and expansion of industrial Town etc. have
been introduced.

Kurunegala Town claims a direct road and transport relationship with the main
Towns of the country such as Colombo, Kandy, Polonnaruwa, Anuradhapura,
Putlam, Chilaw, Kegalle, Negambo, Matale and Trincomalee etc. for the one
reason that it is centrally located at a place where five roads connecting North
- South are converged and the other reason being the running of North-Easter
Railway crossing over the Town (Figure 1.1 and table no 1.1)

at the same time Kurunegala Town would be further effective when the projects
such as running of Central Express Way which is already under implementation
acrossing Kurunegala and the proposed Kurunegala - Dambulla Railway
projects are implemented. Thus having integrated all this transport means in
order of forming a Transit Oriented Development Center based on transport
and economic strategy is introduce and also and integrated transport in such

Urban Development Authority 7
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a way to minimized traffic time by introducing and alternative road connection
of main roads for diverting traffic unnecessary to the Town center has been
introduced by this plan.

Kurunegala area has been identified as most suitable area for residential
development by the Physical Planning Policy 2050 the residential population
within greater Kurunegala area by about 2030 has been estimated to be One
Million. This plan has presented in order to achieve the said objective residential
zones and related projects for the supply of physical and social infrastructure
facilities to cater 250,000 residential population within the Planning Area.

The Urban Development Authority had prepared a Town Development Plan 2006
- 2015 for Kurunegala Municipal Council Area with the objective of developed a
main administrative and commercial center. However that Plan failed to meet
the demand for Commercial Activities within the Town and caused to reduce
investor attraction because of the Zoning Plan, Floor Area Ratio Plan, Plot
Size Plan etc. (Plan No.1.3) In consequence changed mindset of Investors to
other Towns and linear development on major roads were visible. However the
Pradeshiya Sabha Area morefully described as the virtual Urban Area subjected
to rapid haphazard development due to the influence of Kurunegala Municipal
Council Area where it was the only area then declared under Urban Development
Authority Law has not been taken into account.

The daily commuter population for the Town being the main administrative and
commercial center in North-Western Province is around 300,000. This Plan in
making more investor attraction introduces the expansion of the Town by using
the alternative road that connects four main roads externally in order to cater
demand for the Town.

However to control the development that takes place at present by overlooking
Athugala identity a Plan for the areas from where Athugala could be clearly
visible is introduced by limiting the height in such a way to make Athugala
visible by its height of 1/3.

For the purpose of implementing the aforesaid strategies, projects that have to
be implemented in short-term midterm and long-term have been introduced.

Table 1.1- The road system that across the Kurunegala town

Route No. Road Name Distance (K.M)
AA 006 + AA0OO1 | Kurunegala— Colombo 93
AAO010 Kurunegala — Puttalam 87
AA010 Kurunegala - Kandy (via Katugasthota) 36
AA010+AA028 Kurunegala — Anuradhapura 121
AA 006+A019 Kurunegala — Kegalle 32
AA 006 Kurunegala — Trincomalee 164
B247+ B322 Kurunegala — Negombo 71

Source : North Western Provincial Office, Urban Developmet Authority , 2019
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Figure 1.1 — Town structure of present government manifesto
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Source : “Vistas of Prospirity and Splendeur” government manifesto, 2020
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Map No 1.1 - National Physical Plan, 2050

The Proposed Spatial Structure - 2050

Source : National physical planning department 2017
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Map No. 1.2 - Zoning Plan - Municipal Council area Kurunegala 2015
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Zoning Plan 2015
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1.4 Planning Process
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This Development Plan was prepared under following steps.

Preliminary Study

In the process of preparing the Development Plan for Kurunegala Municipal
Area and Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha Area primary and secondary data were
analyzed basically under Physical Economic and Social aspects. The Urban Area
land use distribution, infrastructure facilities, population, housing distribution
and environmental situation through maps were done by obtaining data from
National Physical Planning Department, Road Development Authority, Central
Environmental Authority, Divisional Secretariat and also from the agencies
related to infrastructure facilities such as Health, Education, Water Supply,
Ceylon Electricity Board etc.

Identification of the Scope

Under this context the future vision for Kurunegala Town as per the present
government manifesto (Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour) and National
Physical Planning Policy 2050, National and Regional linkages of the Town and
proposed and ongoing projects in the area adjacent to the Town were studied
in detail

Identification of Questions and Development Potentials

The existing problematic situation and development potentials of the Town
have been identified by analyzing and considering the ideas given to see the
possibility for the improvement of the Town by resource persons, stake holders,
public and private sector, societies and partners of each sector on the basis of
the contribution made by the respective intuitions to improve the development
potentials of the Town and of existing problems and the way of avoiding
them. For the above purpose the first meeting on 27.06.2017 at Kurunegala
Municipal Council auditorium was held in order to receive ideas from the
public representatives. The second meeting headed by Chief Minister of the
North Western Province with the participation of Heads of state agencies were
held on 01.11.2017 at Litchchavi Hall of Chief Ministry. At the same time on
18.08.2017 and on 19.08.2018 the opinion as to the problems of the Town and
basic memories of the Town made by the commuters and the residents through
a questionnaire and cognitive survey have been received.

Identification of Vision Objectives and Goals

Under this context the necessary vision and targets have been made to pursued
the Town for the progress through balance development of environmental,
economic, social and physical sector by tapping development potentials and
avoiding problems in the region.
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The Detail Analysis

Having prepared the objectives for the purpose of achieving the vision available
strengths, weaknesses, potentials and threats were analyzed in order to full fill
such objectives. Under these circumstances works such as activity survey of the
Central Business District (CBD), parking area survey etc. were carried out so as
to analyze the aforesaid facts.

Development Plan and the Preparation of the Strategies.

Under this context in order of achieving the objectives, proposed land use plan,
physical and social infrastructure facilities development strategy, economic
Development Plan and strategic plans containing sustainable environmental
strategies were prepared in the form of physical environmental economic social
perspective.

Formulation of Laws and Guidelines

And action was taken to form a legal framework by way of laws and guidelines
to minimize the problems expected to be arisen in the future and for the
problems identified to the date by the Development Plan that would hamper
the achievement of the vision of the Development Plan and to implement the
land use plan and the components of the Development Plan through building
guidelines.

Consent of Local Authority

The Development Plan for the purpose receiving consent for the resource
persons, stake holders and public representatives was referred to Kurunegala
Municipal Council and to Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha on 28.11.2018 and on
22.01.2019 respectively and was consented.

Submission of the Documented Plan to the Planning Committee of the
Urban Development Authority and Obtaining of Approval

Submission of the plan for the purpose of getting consultation and proposals
for further corrections of the documented Development Plan and approval and
final approval from the Minister.

Declaration by Gazette Notification

Making of the draft amendment plan in to a lawful plan.
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Chapter 02

Preliminary Study

2.1. The Preliminary Information of the Planning
Study Area

2.1.1 Introduction

Kurunegala Town as a Junction Town that connects with main Towns in Sri Lanka,
being located an strategic point has been proposed to develop an Economic
Center to be located at West-East Economic corridor as per the National Physical
Planning Policy - 2030.

In the process of preparation of this Development Plan out of 30 Divisional
Secretary’s Divisions of Kurunegala District in the North-Western Province 03
Divisional Secretary’s Divisions namely Kurunegala, Mallawapitiya, Maspotha
were study as authority area of study. (Map No.2.1)

Table No.2.1 - Divisional Secretariat Divisions within Urban

Authority Area
Name of the Divisional Extent No of Gramaniladhari
Secretary Area k.m2 Divisions
Kurunegala 95.21 54
Mallawapitiya 84.34 45
Maspotha 65.53 33
Total 245.08 132

Source : Urban Development Authority , North Western Provincial office 2018

The area consists of 10.53 km? and 12 Gramaniladhari Divisions of Kurunegala
Pradeshiya Sabha belongs to Kurunegala Municipal Council Area which is one
of a Smallest Municipal Council in Sri Lanka and Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha
consists of remaining 42 Gramaniladhari Divisions not coming under Kurunegala
Municipal Council Area and 78 Gramaniladhari Divisions belonging to Maspotha
and Mallawapitiya Divisional Secretariat Divisions.

Urban Development Authority
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Map No.2.1 The Pradeshiya Sabha Authority area of Kurunegala
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While Kurunegala Town been Fifth Kingdom of Sri Lanka King Buwaneka Bahu
the IInd in 1293 A.D formed the Kingdom of Kurunegala and ruled it for 48
years, the period of King Parakrama Bahu the IIIrd was renowned as the Golden
Area of the Sinhalese literature where literary works such as Dalanda Siritha,
Umandawa, Jataka Story Book, Sandakinduruwatha were written. Kurunegala
Town hadbeenusedin16thand17th Centuries by the Portuguese as a collecting
center for Cinnamon and Pepper while Englishmen in 17th and 18thCenturies
used it as a main Administrative Center for Sathkorale.

Fig 2.1 Ancient Places of Kurunegala Town

Rajaphihilla Rest House Bishop House Opening of Railway Station

Source : Kurunegala Development Plan ( 2006 -2015)

Later Kurunegala Town in terms of administration has been evolved from a Local
Board (1800)to the status of a Municipal Council (1952).

In the ancient time it was stated in the book called Kurunegala Purawurtha
that Kurunegala Town was a Planned Town. Though the Town is located at the
same place where old Town was located, the large Lake built in the period of
Kingdoms was turned in to a residue and it was converted in to urban activities
to the date. The Town it was observed is built at a low land seemingly a pond
covered by the range of hills.

Climatically Kurunegala Town belongs to Inter Center Zone while it falls low
country zone that claims an elevation of below 300m. While quite warm
climatic situation is experiencing owing to fact that it is so close to the Eastern
Longitude 800 and the average temperature of this area though seems 27c0it
increases up to 300Cbecause the Town is covered by range of rock outcrops and
the resistance does make by Athugala to enter North-East monsoon blowing
from November to March. The average rain fall of this area rangers for 1750mm
to 2500mm
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2.2. Planning Context and Situation Analysis

2.2.1 Population Information

The total population within study areain 2017 was 180,339 of which Kurunegala
Town limitand Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha Area claimed 26,205 and 154,194
respectively. 85% of the total population is Sinhalese whilst 48% belongs to
Males. It is clear that there is a intra migration in to this area as the population
growth rate of this area over Sri Lanka and Kurunegala District was high (Sri
Lanka 0.76, Kurunegala district 0.97, Planning Zone 0.98). At the same time
high population growth rate is evident in the Gramanildhari Divisions adjacent
to the Municipal Limits Such as Thorayaya, Hettigedara, Thiththawalla etc. over
the Gramanildhari Division within Municipal Limits.

In the study of population density of the study area a high population density
is seen in Kurunegala Municipal Council Area while such areas adjacent to the
Town where facilities of the Town could be reached quickly as Malkaduwawa,
North Malkaduwawa, South Malkaduwawa and South Wilgoda depict a high
population density. (Annex Map No.2.2)

78% of the total population in the study area belongs to the labour force and
out of which 77% is employed while as many as 55% of them involved in the
public and privet sector employments. Moreover 45% of the total population
of the study area claims an educational level of GCE(A/L) or above showing that
there is possibility of using skill labour.

Table No. 2.2 Sector wise employment 2011 - 2016

2011 2016
Government Sector 12984 16.7% 17151 19%
Private Sector 20205 16% 30536 35%
Industrial Sector 10132 13% 10185 11%
Agricultural Sector 12790 16.4% 11135 12.5%
Foreign Employment 4095 5.27% 4587 5%
Labor 17695 22.7% 15196 17%
Total 77,790 100% 88790 100%

Source ; Divisional Secretariat Offices — Kurunegala, Maspotha, Mallawapitiya 2016
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Map No. 2.2 - Population Density in Planning Boundary - 2017
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2.2.2 Economic Level

The North-Western Province gains 3rd place in terms of the study of provincial
contribution to Gross Domestic Product of Sri Lanka (10.7% of the total product)
of which as high as 5.6% contributes for service sector and it could be concluded
that there is higher contribution from Kurunegala for the above, for the reason
that Kurunegala Town is the Administrative and Commercial Town of the
Province and the District as well. The daily floating population to Kurunegala
Town being Administrative and Commercial center of the province is nearly
300,000 and considerable share of population from 25km radius of adjacent
catchment area for service needs such as employment, school, education and
commercial services etc. is commuting daily where as population from 50km
radius of the catchment area, it is observed is commuting for health (Hospitals
and Medical Consultation services), foreign employment, tuition classes and
administrative service needs. (Figure 2.2)

Out of the 5/6 school population of the Town comes from the outside of the
Town and about a population of 100,000 comes on weekends to the Town for
tuition classes. At the same time people from almost every part of Sri Lanka
such as Colombo, Galle and Jaffna etc. come to Kurunegala Town for foreign
employment needs as location of 7 out of 10 excellent foreign employment
agencies (Greenway, Asliya, Al Akeem etc.) selected by the Foreign Employment
Bureau in 2016 is within the Town and the reputation entertained by those
agencies (Table No.2.3 ). Moreover it is observed that because the Town being
the Administrative Center of the Province a number of nearly 30,000 population
comes to the Town for employment daily.

Figure 2.2 - Catchment area of Kurunegala

Catchment Aress of Kurunegals Town o oy, A

Source; Urban Development Authority — North Western Office - 2020

22 Urban Development Authority

Economic Level

Preliminary Study

Chapter 02



Table No.2.3 - Amount of commuting population for services

The amount of student arrivals for tuition classes at week days 2017

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Type of Classes No. of Classes | No. of Students
Tuition classes for the School Children’s 30 20,600
Languages 11 1,500
Diploma 03 890
Dancing 04 600
Computer 06 850
Information Technology 08 280
External graduate 04 1,700
Total 24,720

Source ; Human Resources Management Authority north Western Province 2017

The number of consumers for foreign agencies — 2016

® Number of foreign employment agencies - 178
® The number of visitors arriving per day — for services - 4,000
® Number of annual foreign employment opportunities - 16,315

(1,500 per month)
Source ; Foreign Employment Bureau — Kurunegala - 2016

Urban Development Authority
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2.2.3 Land Use Pattern

Table No.2.4 The changes in the land use pattern - 1985/2017

Land Use Percentage
Use

1985 % 1997% 2002% 2017%
Residential 29.80 34.13 36.57 38.5
Commercial 1.46 4.65 4.97 7.3
Industrial 0.78 1.00 1.18 0.15
Recreational 0.71 0.89 0.98 1.04
Road and Transport 4.23 6.94 7.64 8.69
Public and Semi Public 5.96 10.53 10.78 11.78
Religious 1.67 1.70 1.95 2.0
Paddy Cultivation 15.77 13.94 13.19 11
Coconut Cultivation 18.51 6.17 4.35 1.49
Vacant Land 1.93 0.76 1.73 2.5
Cemetery 0.60 0.69 0.69 0.55
Rock and Forest 13.50 13.20 10.9 10.14
Water Body 5.00 5.00 5.01 4.3
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source : Draft Town Development Plan 1985-1997, Kurunegala Town Development Plan
2006-2015 Field Surveyor Urban Development Authority 2017

According to above table the Central Business District (CBD) has high commercial
development in consequence to the development of Kurunegala Town as a
junction Town by converging the road network whilst a leaner commercial
development along major road is seen. However it is observed even within the
CBD between roads there is no tendency of commercial development owing to
the fact that narrowness of roads in the interior area and non-connectivity of
road ends etc.(Annex Map No. 2.3,2.4 and 2.5)

In terms of the study of residential development though there is a residential
development within Town limit and the adjacent area on small lots ranging for 6
to 15 perches the same residential development could be seen in the interior of
the Pradeshiya Sabha on home gardens in extent of 2 to 3 acres. In the process
of studding the land use changes 2001 to 2017 in Kurunegala Town limit it was
observed that there was a considerably increase in the commercial use while a
few are seen in residential development. It was also observed that as high as
10% of the land was set apart for education and government department etc.
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Map No. 2.3 - Land use pattern - 2017 (Kurunegala MC Area)
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Map No. 2.4 - Land use pattern - Planning Boundary Kurunegala
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Map No. 2.5 - Development Pleasure Analysis - Kurunegala
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In the study of land use plan related to area of planning authority though 18%
and 21.6% of land set apart for paddy and coconut cultivations respectively
16.6% of the paddy land are abandoned due to non-availability of water facilities.
Thereis a problem of converting coconut lands all though it is 21.6% of the total
lands, in to residential development due to its under productivity. Accordingly
all though there is higher share of agriculture land use the contribution made to
the economy by them is not up to a considerable level (Map No.2.5)

The data explain that there are 3,694 industries and 11,618 employees ranging
from large scale industries to cottage industries within the Pradeshiya Sabha
Area whereas in Kurunegala Town area there is a tendency of decreasing in the
Industrial land use. Moreover there is a potentiality of expansion of Industrial
sector within Pradesiya Sabha Area because of the facts that there are Industrial
Parks such as Heraliyawala and Dangaspitiya manage by the Provincial Council,
the location of coir based Industries within those parks and further demand
being made by the Industrialists.

Though there is a fairly a higher percentage of land use amounting nearly
to a 10% of the total set apart for roads within Kurunegala Town since there
is convergence of five main roads and the location of Railway Station, this
situation in comparison to total area (Planning Area) of the land use as few as
2% of the land is reserved for the same purpose. At the same time in studying
road expansion, connection of main roads directly to narrow residential roads,
ending of roads with dead ends, non-availability of bypasses etc. could be
identified (Maps No. 2.6)

A considerable amount of vehicles in to the Town is in floor daily by reason of
convergence of the five major roads in the Town, since there is a non-availability
of alternative roads, large number of vehicles not meant to be coming to the
Town are observed. Nevertheless it takes 35 minutes to pass 2km distance from
CBD during the peak hours (opening and closing time of schools and offices)
owing to parking on both sides of the road since inadequacy of parking spaces
and location of essential uses such as schools and offices that tend to cause
traffic congestion.

In addition there is a possibility of creating information technology related
employment as there are telephone lines and fiber optic cables running in close
proximity to the Town.

2.2.4 Water Supply

Daduru Oyais being used as a source for Pipe borne water supply to the Town but
theresidents face difficulty in getting water for 24 hours during the season of low
rain. At present the daily water need is 7,000m? and by the greater Kurunegala
water supply and sanitary project which is now under implementation and by
which the daily water supply is expected to be increased up to 14,000m?3 by
constructing a reservoir (Raskuru reservoir) at Barandana Ranthathati Uyana
Watta to collect water from Daduru Oya. Accordingly 106,000 beneficiaries are
expected to be provided with Pipe borne water covering the Town area and its
immediate boarder consisting of 11 Gramaniladhari Divisions of the Pradeshiya

Sabha. (Table No.2.5)
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Table No. 2.5 - Capacity of water supply project

Project Duration 2014-2017
Beneficiaries homes / institutions 6500
Beneficiaries population 106000
GN Divisions (total) 17
GN Divisions (Part) 27
Daily capacity 14000m3

Source ; Water Supply and Drainage Board - 2017

2.2.5 Drainage System and Waste Water Disposal

The two water ways called Boo Ela and Wan Ela of Kurunegala Town pave way to
discharge storm water covering 78% of the Town by running through residential,
commercial and cultivated lands up to a distance of 6km. At the same time these
water ways feed 230 acres of paddy lands through Wilgoda sluice. There are
instances of directing waste water in to the water ways. The problem has now
been solved with the implementation of the sanitary project which covers the
sewerage and waste disposal of almost over the area of the Town by National
Water Supply and Drainage Board. (Map No. 2.6 and Table No. 2.6)

These water ways having met at Wilgoda and go up to Yatiwehera Estate wherein
they meet each other and become one canal and flows down into Maguru Oya
(at the western boundary of the Town) However residents in the area at Wilgoda
face the disaster of flooding temporarily or once a year owing to low rate of
dischargability (reasons such as narrowness of water ways, curvature of water
ways). Thus nearly 70 number of houses located right round the area likely to
go inundated for 2 to 3 days. The temporary flooding situation could have been
possible to overcome by widening the water ways. Apart from this there are
also occurrences of minor flooding such as inundation of roads at different
localities due to the fact that low velocity of water flow in the outer areas of the
Town which is a different situation when compared to the situation of the Town
where the velocity of flow is high in that the water ways running through the
town are made from cement conversely that of outer area naturally being made
from earth as natural canal. (NWSDB 2005, ECL 2000)
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Map No. 2.6 - The area covered by current sewerage system

To Puttalam

Thiththavella

Dhambull

nthampalawa N

M
iya
To Negombo
To dy
aduragala — L
e //‘
P ,/
< /
L ///
To Co
agane
Legend N
‘.Q,s
Main Road s A
Sewer Coverage Express wa) e
[ | g P v 1:40,000 g//
—+—+ Rail way Minor Road
Map No : 16
North
Greater Kurunegala Sewer Network Prepared Date | : September 8, 2020
Updated On  |:2020 Western
Kurunegala Development Plan (2020 - 2030) Source : UDA (North Western Province) Province
N Py d B) 2K la Pl ing Te
Urban Development Authority repared By |+ Kurunegala Planning Team

Source; Urban Development Authority — North WesternProvincial Office 2018

30 Urban Development Authority




Chapter 02
Preliminary Study

Disposal of Solid Waste

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Table No. 2.6 - Capacity of Sewerage and Sanitary Project

Project Duration 2014-2017
Beneficiaries homes / institutions 4500
Beneficiaries population 43000

GN Divisions (total) 11

GN Divisions (Part) 02

Daily capacity 4500m?
Investment amount Rs (MN) 13248

Source ; Sewerage and Sanitary Project -2018

2.2.6 Disposal of Solid Waste

According to the data provided by Kurunegala Municipal Council and Pradeshiya
Sabha the daily generation of solid waste is around 53 Tons of which 44 Tons
claim by the Kurunegala Town while 9 Tons go to Pradeshiya Sabha. Along major
roads and in the CBD the garbage is collected twice a day whilst in residential
areas organic materials and inorganic materials are collected every other day.

In the CBD only the solid wastes are collected by hand carts and are loaded in to
Tractors and in all other areas solid wastes are collected by Tractors from each
house. Only the separated solid wastes are taken in to Tractors in the Town and
waste that are biodegradable collected by day after the day. Organic wastes are
disposed onto the 12 acres land belongs to the Municipal Council located within
Sundarapola reserve and the inorganic wastes that is Plastic and Cardboard etc.
having separated and purified are sold by the council.

The composition of solid waste generation per day within Kurunegala Town
Area is as follows:

Graph No 2.1

The composision of solid wate generation per
day @ Kurunegala MEKitchen waste
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6% Glass

Lether and Rubber
Ceramics and stones
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Source : Municipal council, Kurunegala
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1800 number of compost bins in the nature of 1500 concrete barrels and 300
Plastic barrels have been distributed to the houses within Municipal Council
Area. The gross monthly product of organic fertilizer at Sundarapola waste yard
is around 2010 Tons and its monthly income is Rs.11,933.

Daily wastes collection take place in commercial areas of the Pradeshiya Sabha
only up to 100m along five main roads according to Pradeshiya Sabha. And the
9 Metric Tons are collected daily is given to Sundarapola waste disposal yard
(Annex Map No.2.7). The perishable solid wastes within the Pradeshiya Sabha
are 7 Metric Tons while the non-perishable are 2 in number.

The composition of daily solid waste generation within Kurunegala Pradeshiya
sabha is as follows:

Graph No. 2.2 The composision of solid wate generation per day.
Kurunegala PS - 2017

m Vegitables
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M Glasses

N Iron

B Industrial waste
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Source : Pradeshiya sabha, Kurunegala 2017
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Map No. 2.7 - Solid waste disposal system Kurunegala 2017
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2.3 The delineation of The Area Subjected to Town
Development Plan

The total area covering both Kurunegala Town and the Pradeshiya Sabha has
been studied as the preliminary study area in preparation of this Development
Plan. After weighing on the basis of certain criteria such as population growth
rate, population density, commercial use, expansion of infrastructure facilities
etc. the appropriate area declared under Urban Development Authority Law for
the preparation of Development Plan has been determined.

However both the Kurunegala Town Area and the Pradeshiya Sabha Area have
been selected as the planning area because there is an initiative to declare the
Pradeshiya Sabha Area under Urban Development Authority Law and almost the
total area so to be declared likely to be subject to the influence of the National
Physical Planning Policy and the National Development Projects.

34 Urban Development Authority

The delineation of The Area Subjected to

Town Development Plan

Preliminary Study

Chapter 02



o,

Y

SOy 0&

i

—CHAPTER

Need of the Plan



36



Need of the Plan
Preliminary Study

Chapter 03

Major Problems Identified in the

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Chapter 03

Need of the Plan

The need for a Development Plan could be spelled out as follows according to
the facts identified by the preliminary study.

There is a need for the Development Plan for orderly development as the
Development Plan Gazetted in 2006 had gone unenforceable after 2015 while
it had focused on to the Kurunegala Town limit only wherein it had not been
based on virtual urban limit so that the basic features of irregular and disorder
development tend to be embodied.

According to the surveyor carried out during the preliminary study the following
major problems were identified and the need for a new Development Plan has
strongly been felt to give due contribution in such a way to minimized the said
problems by focusing on to orderly development to increase productivity by
improving efficiency.

3.1 Major Problems Identified in the Preliminary Study
3.1.1 Problems Related to Traffic and Pedestrian Mobility

I. Much time consumption to pass the Town.

It was identified that the maximum traffic running capacity of the main road
maintained by Road Development Authority has been exceeded according to
the road capacity analysis carried out by them thus a traffic congestion could
frequently be seen from Kadurugas Junction to Clock Tower, from Puwakgas
Junction to the Town Center, from the Center to Mallawapitiya and at Bauddaloka
Mawatha.

Thus at peak hours (at the beginning of schools and the end) it would take nearly
35 minutes to walk a 2km distance within the Town that would lead to decrease
the degree of efficiency and productivity and in consequence Town becomes
unpleasant for the people. (for more details vide chapter 5)

II. Non-availability of easy access to the pedestrians.

It was observed that there were no facilities of easy access for the pedestrians
owing to the fact that narrowness of road widths within the CBD (Church Road,
Dr.Silva Mawatha, Maliyadewa Mawatha) parking on both sides of the roads use
of pavements for other purposes etc. In consequence the Town has become an
unpleasant place for the commuters
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Figure No. 3.1 Non-availability of easy access for pedestrians

Church Road Maliyadewa Mawatha

Source : Urban Development Authority, NW Provincial office 2019

3.1.2 Problems in the Development Pattern.

I. Problems of the land use and land ownership in the Town.

It is observed that 10% of the total commercial area of the Town has been
set apart for uses such as schools and government offices for the reason that
Kurunegala Town had been created as a main Administrative Center during the
British Rule. (Map No.2.4)

Thus there are large number of government offices within the Town center and
problem identified wherein is that lands of higher commercial value have not
been put in to optimum use owing to the fact that existence of single storey
buildings therein.

While all the schools in the Town are located within a 500m distance from the
CBD the land use of that nature has led to massive traffic congestion. In spite
of this situation there are also administrative problems as to the relocation of
schools such as St.Ann’s and Holy Family.

II. Existing low development in the Town.

Though the Town being located as junction Town in connecting major Towns in
Sri Lanka that advantage could not have been tapped by the Town according to
the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) (Figure 3.2). As per this plan a 100m? area of the Town
shows a FAR of 2 to 5 while 90% of the area shows 0.25. Compare to other Towns
though there is a higher number of commuter population in the Town the level
of Town development compare to it is negligible.
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Figure 3.2 - Floor area ratio in Kurunegala Municipal Council area
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III. Misuse of lands in the CBD

The commercial developments in the triangular area of the CBD covered by Main
Street, Parakumba Street, Bodhiraja Street depict in the form of 3 to 4 storeys
by reason of the fact that nearly 90% of the lots consists of 2 to 3 perches that
are less than 6 perches and only the ground floors are observed to be used for
commercial activities while the remaining floors set apart for storage purposes
and lodging. Thus it is evident that lands in the CBD have not been put in to
optimum use.

3.1.3 Loss of the Identity of the Town

Athugala of Kurunegala Town which was reputedly known as Athugalpura and
the Clock Tower located at the center of the Town which is the War Memorial
Tower built for those who scarified their lives for the World War 2. It is necessary
to preserve the identity of Athugala when the planning is carried out since it
was of the opinion by very many as per the cognitive surveyor that planning be
done in such a way to make Athugala being an attractive scene visible for a large
area.

It is observed that non utilization of certain natural reserves such as Ibbagala,
Andagala, Kuruminiyagala etc. forming and encompassing as great wall to
the town, Kurunegala Lake, Badagamuwa Forest reserve appear to be main
problems.

Atthe sametime eventhe Rajapihilla Park which is considered to be urban square
while lies in isolation is a problem for not using for the Town development.

Thus in the process of preparing the Development Plan overlooking of these
isolated components such as Athugala being the identity of the Town tend to
make the Town common or genaral. Hence there is need for a Development Plan.
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Moreover there is further need for this endeavourment as Kurunegala Town
has being recognized as major economic center at the corridor that connects
Colombo - Trincomalee through new national plan made by the National Physical
Planning Department.

At the same time a new plan is essential to guide the development of the Town
that is expected to be forthcoming with the following ongoing and proposed
projects as these projects would make a significant change in the development
of the Town.

3.2 Proposed and ongoing projects within the study area

3.2.1 The central express way development project

The central express way development has been identified by the National Plan
2007 - 2017 and is already commenced. It is expected to be completed by the
year 2025. This express way is proposed to be extended up to Dambulla under
following phases by crossing through the Towns such as Gampaha, Meerigama
Kurunegala etc.

Phase1 - From Kadawatha (0.0km) to Meerigama (37.1km)
Phase2 - Form Meerigama (37.1) to Kurunegala (76.8km)
Phase 3 - From Pothuhara (0.0km) to Galagedra - Kandy (32.5km)

Phase 4 - From Kurunegala (76.8km) to Dambulla (137.1km)

The location of Gattuwana interchange and Railway Station of Kurunegala in
close proximity to each otherat this express way could be identified as a strategic
location for future Town development. Thus Kurunegala Town development
should be directed to an appropriate path upon this strategic location. Similarly
the spread effect to be forthcoming from the interchangers of Gattuwana and
Dambokka should also be focused on to the development of this planning
authority area.

Figure No. 3.2 - Gattuwana and Dambokka interchange

Gettuwana Dambokka

Source : Road Development Authority , 2017
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3.2.2 Extension of Railroad

It is proposed to implement a project of railroad extension from Kurunegala to
Dambulla and a project to improve the existing railway lines of Kurunegala to
Polgahawela in to a dual truck.

3.2.3 Road development projects

A four lane road development project from Dambokka to Badagamuwa on A6
road maintained by Road Development Authority is under implementation.

Hence there is a need for a Development Plan to focus the development on
to appropriate direction by integrating all traffic means for the reason that
increase of efficiency of the Town as a transport center would expedite in view
of the aforesaid project.

3.2.4 The national school under construction

Action to construct a national school with sport facilities including swimming
pool by the education department is underway.
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4.1. Vision

“The Emerging Wayamba
Metropolis Encircling
Ethugala”
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4.2 Vision Statemen

4.2.1 " Encircling Ethugala”

Kurunegala town is known as ‘Hasthi Shaila Pura’ and ‘Ethugala’ in the era of
the ancient kingdom, due to the large rock which can be seen as a shape of
a sleeping Elephant. This physical arrangement and the locational advantage
(located in the Eastern — Western Economic Corridor) help to develop this area
as the main town center.

4.2.2 “The Emerging Wyamba Metropolis”

The Kurunegala town will be developed as the ‘Center of Economic
Agglomeration’, with the potentials and the strategic locational advantages. It
is recognized as a main economic center in the Eastern — Western economic
corridor by the National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan- 2030. There are
two highway interchange points and railway expansion projects also going to
implement with focusing Kurunegala town. Consequently, the Kurunegala town
is going to be developed as a center of Transit Oriented Development.

The National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan recognized, there will be
lived more than one million of the population in the Kurunegala area by 2030.
According to the physical and environmental arrangement, this area identified as
disaster minimum, flat terrain area. This potential leads to residential oriented
development. Apart from that, this is a highly accessible area from main roads,
expressways and railways. It has the potential to develop commercial and
residential uses in this area, from the proposed development plan.

The Kurunegala town consists of the potentials of services and transportation.
It is necessary to develop this town as the main town center with economic
strength, using the available potentials to provide qualitative and quantitative
services for, both city dwellers and the commuting population under the vision
statement.

4.3 Goals

1. To become vibrant economic center for East, West, Northen and Central
regions.

2. The most attractive residential population agglomeration in the region.

3. Preservation of ‘character /identity’ of the Kurunegala.
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4.4 Objectives

4.4.1 Goal 1/ Objectives

To become vibrant economic center for East, West, Northen and Central regions.

1.

To develop as the specialized center of the economy by 2030.

- The existing town center develops as the service and economic
center.

- To establish a transit oriented development hub, around the
Gettuwana Interchange of central-expressway and the railway.

Reduce the travelling time to 15 minutes for passing the town center
(2km of distance) during the peak hours, through an integrated
transportation plan by 2030.

442 Goal 2/ Objectives

The most attractive residential population agglomeration in the region.

1.

Increased theresidential population up to 250,000 in 2030 by enhancing
the social and physical services.

To develop sustainable residential zones by 2030, with preserving critical
wet lands.

4.4.3 Goal 3/ Objectives

Preservation of ‘character /identity’ of the Kurunegala.

1.

Established view corridors for selected places which will be seen the 1/3
of Ethugala by 2030.

Open up the hidden monuments (Rajapihilla Garden, Rajapihilla Rest
House, Clock Tower and Ancient Ruins of the Kingdom) to the town
center by 2030.
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SWOT Analysis/ Goal 1
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Chapter 05

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats
(SWOT) Analysis

5.1 SWOT Analysis / Goal 1

To become vibrant economic center for East, West, Northen and Central regions
Table 5- 1 SWOT Analysis — Goal 1

30

N\ ) . . . .
1. A large number of daily mobility as 300,000, when compared with other main h
parallel capital cities in Sri Lanka. (Anuradhapura 150,000, Kandy 350,000, Galle
150,000)
[%2]
E 2. Main Junction Town of connects five main roads which are connect north and
L) south regions in Sri Lanka
E North Western Province accede the third place from total GDP in Sri Lanka
o
= 4. The computer literacy rate of the Kurunegala district parallel with the national
v level.
L L 5. Commercial Development Tendency is increasing annually
N ) . . . . . . .
1. High traffic congestion in the city center- The exceeding the Design capacity of
(%) the road.
L
& 2. Lackof integration between the railway station and the bus stand.
L
= 3. Morethan 10% of lands in the core town area belong to schools and government
:<¢ offices.
E 4. Inadequate parking spaces cause to park vehicles either-side the main roads.
Main roads directly connect to the residential roads. (Roads and narrow roads
L L are not connected) )
AR
1. Nine National Cities have been identified in the current government manifesto
and Kurunegala has been identified as one of them.
m 2. The Kurunegala town recognized as a main economic center in the Eastern —
I: Western economic corridor (Colombo — Trincomalee) by the National Physical
E Planning Policy and the Plan
-} 3. Proposed and ongoing, national level development projects.
[
g - Central expressway and proposed highway interchanges
& +  Proposed railway development project - Kurunegala to Dambulla
(@) + Proposed double track railway line — Polgahawela to Kurunegala
4. Proposed and ongoing, local level development projects.
\ L J
N
&\ N\
< 1. High temperature in the city center due to climatic change affected to the
g region.
I
N J
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5.1.1. Strengths

1. High amount of daily mobility

Table No. 5- 2 Daily commuting population - 2017

Section Population | Percentage
Population circulation in the town 18,120 6%
Road Passenger Transport service (General) 129,341 45%
(Luxury) 20,120 7%
Sri Lanka Transport Board 57,485 20%

Road Passenger Transport service and Sri Lanka
Transport Board buses go through the town ( Lux- 7,473 2.6%
ury and General).

Railway Transport service 1,437 0.5%
Private vehicles 54,323 18.9%
Total 287,425 100%

Source; Survey- Urban Development Authority, North Western Provincial Office, Road Passenger
Transport Authority, Sri Lanka Transport Board — Kurunegala 2017

The Kurunegala town has a large number of daily mobility, when compared with
other main parallel capital cities (Anuradhapura 150,000, Kandy 350,000, Galle
150,000) in Sri Lanka.

Anagglomeration of services isthe main reason for high daily mobility, according
to community requirement analysis.

This is the main commercial center as well as the main administrative center.
Because of that, 28,000 of employees come for government jobs and 2,080 of
commercial institutions are located with providing about 26,421 of employment
opportunities. All those employees daily are commuting from several directions.

Thereis aconsiderable amount of mobility happens from 50km—100km distance
to Kurunegala town, for targeting health services. Especially, 6,000 of patients
are coming to government teaching hospital Kurunegala for treatments. Apart
from that, more than 20,000 people commuting for health-related services such
as visit patients, to channel private special doctors, etc. They come from several
areas, for example, Galgamuwa, Puttalam, Kekirawa, and Kegalle. (Figure 5.1)
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Figure.5.1 Catchment Area for Services
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Source; Perception Survey, Urban Development Authority -2018

The famous schools of Maliyadeva Balika Vidyalaya and Maliyadeva College
attract about 32,400 of commuting population. This amount is six times higher
than the dwelling population in the Kurunegala town area.

Apart from that, Kurunegala is one of the main centers for education and
tuition classes. Locational advantage and easy accessibility cause to attract
vast catchment of population from several detractions such as, Trincomalee,
Polonnaruwa, Kakirawa, Anuradhapura, Kegalle and Puttalam. There are
25,000 of children are coming on weekdays and it's increasing up to 100,000 at
weekends. Famous teachers and lecturers also come to teach advanced level for
all the schemes, including with Maths and Science.

Kurunegala town is famous for selling Japanese vehicles and vehicle parts. This
also causes to attract a considerable amount of population into the town center
from several regions of Sri Lanka.

The number of foreign agencies also located in this town center and it is nearly
178. Their accretive and reliable services attract about 4,000- 5,000 of daily
mobility, according to a research report.

Higher educational centres such as Open Universities, Higher Education
Institute, National Vocational Centers, and Training Colleges cause to attract
people as a commuting population. But there cannot be identified tertiary
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educational centers in Kurunegala area. This cause to migrate some amount of
the population into Colombo.

Moreover, communities daily come to the core town center with targeting
administrative and commercial requirements. There are 15 of government
banks, 11 of private banks, more than 74 of financial and insurance agencies are
located in the Kurunegala town center. As a result of that, it can be identified as
a high mobility of currency in this core town area.

Considering the population catchment of the Kurunegala town area, the
average catchment size is 25 km radius buffer area and the special catchment
area is about 50km of the radius of buffer. They are come with targeting health
facilities, schools and tuition classes, buying vehicle parts, foreign agencies and
higher education. According to the above data, the Kurunegala town has high
and special commuting population pattern for different type of activities, when
compared with other parallel town centers (Figure 5.1)

02. Main junction town in Sri Lanka which connects five main roads.

The Kurunegala town locates at a junction which connects five main roads. This
connectivity able to connect north and south regions in Sri Lanka. As the main
node, this town directly connects with main town centers of Colombo, Kandy,
Polonnaruwa, Anuradhapura, Puttalam, Negombo, Matale and Trincomalee.

Connectivity analysis also proved that, this town center have same level of
direct connectivity with the main town centers of Colombo and Gampaha. This
potential help to develop this as an economic center (Figure 5.2)
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Figure 5.2 Connectivity analysis - with town centers
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03.

Table No. 5.3 - Province wise GDP contribution (2009 - 2014)

North Western Province accede the third place from total GDP in
Sri Lanka (Provincial wise GDP distribution 2009-2014).

Province wise GDP contribution (2009 - 2014)

Year
Province 2019 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Western 45.8 44.8 44.2 42.8 42.5 41.6
Central 9.8 10 9.8 10.2 10.5 10.4
Southern 10.5 10.7 11 11 10.4 10.9
Northern 3.2 3.4 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.6
Esatern 5.8 6 5.8 5.8 5.9 6
North Western 9.6 9.5 10 10 10.5 10.7
North Central 4.6 4.8 4.7 4.7 5 5.1
Uva 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.9 5
Sabaragamu 6.1 6.3 6.2 6.2 6.8 6.7

Source - Central Bank Report 2009 -2014

Analysis of the provincial wise GDP distribution, the North Western Province
accede the third place. From the total GDP value, 1.5% belongs to the
agricultural sector, 3.2% belongs to the industrial sector and 5.6% belongs to
the service sector. As the administrative and commercial capital of the North
Western Province, the Kurunegala town has provided a considerable amount of

contribution to

GDP.

04. Higher computer literacy rate in the Kurunegala district.

Table No. 5.4 - Provincial wise computer literacy

Province Computer Literacy Rate

Sri Lanka 27.5
Western 38.5
Central 26

Southern 27.2
Northern 19.9
Eastern 134
North western 27.3
North Central 21.6
Uva 18.5
Sabaragamuwa 23.4

Source: Department of Census and Statistics
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The computer literacy rate of the Kurunegala district indicate similer figure

with the national level. As a result of that, most of them are employed in the
information technology sector in nowadays.

05. Increasing commercial land use according to building
applications data — Kurunegala Municipal Council

Table No. 5.5 - Commercial land use in Kurunegala Municipal Council Area

Year Land use (%)
1998 1.47
2001 497
2017 7.3

Source ; Kurunegala Town Development Plan - 2015
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70

60 p—

50

40

30 =

NMumber of
20 Applications

10

Mumberof Building Applications

2008 2010 2012 2014 2015 2018

Year

Source ; Kurunegala Municipal Council 2018

Considering the evolution of changing the land use, the commercial usage
increased during the 1997, 2001, 2017 as a considerable amount (1997 -1.47%,
2001- 4.97%, 2017-7.3%). This increment clearly, shows through the amount of
building applications which are applied for commercial land uses in Kurunegala
Municipal Council. In order to that, there is a potential to develop this town as
an economic hub.
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5.1.2 b) Weaknesses

01. Traffic congestion and exceed the design capacity in main roads

The road capacity analysis shows that, most of the main roads (belongs to the
RDA) exceed their design capacities, according to a survey which is conducted by

RDA (Figure 5.3 and 5.4). Kadurugas junction to Clock tower, Puwakgas junction
to core town center, Core town center to Mallawapitiya and Baudhaloka Mawatha
areas are main congested zones in Kurunegala town. It has to spend more than
40 minutes to travel 2km distance from the core town during the peak hours.
This is one of main constraint to reduce the productivity and efficiency, as a
town which depends on services.

Table No. 5.6 - Design capacities of the roads in Kurunegala town

Existing Vehicle Capac-

Present Vehicle Trans-

Road Name ity portation
Puttalam Road 160,000 226,000
Kandy Road 160,000 392,000
Dambulla Road 160,000 290,000
Negombo Road 180,000 299,000
Colombo Road 180,000 339,000

Source; Road Development Authority- 2017

Figure No. 5.3 - Design capacities of the roads

Source; Road Development Authority- 2017
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Figure No. 5.4 - Available design capacities of the roads - 2017

4

Sourse — Road Development Authority 2017 Survey

02. Lack of integration between railway station and bus stand.

Though this is the main junction town, which connects 5 main roads and locates
three railway stations (Gettuwana, Muththettugala, Nailiya), there is no proper
integration between two main modes of transportations (roads and railway).
The Kurunegala railway station is locates 2km away from the bus stand. As
a result of that, a low amount of daily passengers (about 1,500) moves with
railway transportation and it is only 0.5% of the daily commuting population.
From them, more than 80% are daily travel to Colombo for employment. The
nature of less integration prevents the potential of transportation.

03. More than 10% of lands in the core town area belongs to schools
and government offices.

Kurunegala town center is the administrative center since the British Era. Most
of the lands are belong to the government as a result of that. Hence, more than
10% of the developable lands are underutilized due to the land ownership (own
to government offices and schools). All the schools are located within the 500m
radius buffer from the core area and there can be identified administrative
problems to relocate those schools (especially missionary schools such as St
Anthony’s, Holy Family Girls’ School) from the town center. The traffic congestion
happens due to the agglomeration of government offices and schools in core
town area.
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Though the accessibility and centrality factors attract the investors, they cannot
invest in town center due to the problems of land ownerships. Accordingly,
the investors tend to invest along the main arteries, considering the easy
accessibility from the main roads. Consequently, it can be identified a linear
development along the main arteries in Kurunegala town.

04. Lack of parking spaces

The problem of inadequate parking spaces cause to park vehicles either-sides of
the main roads. It is disturbing to pedestrian movements and the main reason
for traffic congestion. It will reduce the productivity and efficiency of the city.

Table No. 5.7 - Park vehicles either-sides of the main roads
(10.00 am - 10.30 am)

Place No. of Vehicles
City center 1,023
Colombo Road 612
Negombo Road 437
Kandy road 199
Dambulla Road 203
Puttalam Road 285
Total 2,759

Source — Field Inspection of the Urban Development Authority 2018.03.26

05. Main roads are directly connect with residential roads
(Roads and narrow roads are not connected).

Figure No. 5.5 - A narrow road connecting from Puttalam main road

Source : North Western Provincial division, Urban Development Authority 2018

60 Urban Development Authority



Chapter 05

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities

and Threats(SWOT) Analysis

Opportunities

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

However, the Kurunegala town has greater connectivity with five main roads,
road network analysis shows the local roads do not have proper linkage with
each other and most of the roads belong to the residential category, in the
planning boundary area. Accordingly, those residential roads do not have public
access and the commercial land use cannot be seen in those internal areas in
the town center, because of the narrow nature of the roads. The development
pleasure analysis also illustrates the commercial developments sprawl along
the main roads as a linear development in Kurunegala town.

5.1.3 Opportunities

01.

02.

03.

The position of the city of Kurunegala in the current State Prosperity
Vision Policy

Nine National Cities have been identified in the current government
manifesto (Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour) and Kurunegala has been
identified as one of them. (Figure 1.1)

Future vision of Kurunegala, according to National Physical Planning
Policy and the Plan -2030

It has an opportunity to develop the Kurunegala town as a main
commercial center because this is identified as the main town center in
Eastern-Western (Trincomalee to Colombo) economic corridor according
to the National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan- 2030.

Proposed and ongoing, national level development projects.

e (Central expressway and proposed highway interchange

® Proposed railway development project - Kurunegala to Dambulla
® Proposed double track railway line — Polgahawela to Kurunegala

According to the proposed development projects, two highway
interchange points (Gettuwana and Dambokka) are located in Kurunegala
area. The Gettuwana railway station and the proposed highway
interchange point locate vicinity to each other. It is great potential to
integrate two main transportation systems and hope to develop transit
oriented development in this area. It has the opportunity to attract
economic activities such as industries, IT-based villages and logistic
hubs with upcoming development projects.
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04. Proposed and ongoing, local level development projects.
® Greater- Kurunegala Water Supply Scheme and Sanitary Project

This proposed development project will introduce Pipe-born Water
System, Sewerage and Stormwater Management System, which covered
the whole Municipal Council area. It has the potential to develop a
High Dense Commercial Zone with increasing the floor areas and land
subdivisions through this project.

®* Road expansion project by RDA

A part of an A6 road (Wehera to Polaththapitiya) upgrades as four-lane
road and going to be expanded below roads with this project (table 5.8)

Table No. 5 8 Road widening details Road Development Authority

Propos.ed Origin and Expandmg
Road Name expansion Destination distance
width (m) (Km)
Kurunegala/Negombo 24 From Kurunegala 19
Road (B247) (4 lanes) to Narammala
Ambepussa —Kurunegala 24 From Regland wat- 35
Trincomalee Road (AA006) (4 lanes) ta to Wehera '
F Mall i-
Katugasthota —Kurunegala 24 tir;an}uniti?)vrﬁzl 07
4|
,Puttalam Road (AA010) (4 lanes) Thittawella
Source ; Road Development Authority 2017
5.1.4 Threats
01. High temperature in town center due to climatic change affected

to the region.

According to the community perception survey, 80% of people reveals that the
temperature is high in the town center. The rocks which are located in north
and eastern directions act as a barrier to the north-east monsoonal wind during
November to March. The temperature is more than 30 OC during the north-east
monsoon and sometimes it increased up to 36 0C in the core town area, but the
recorded average annual temperature is 27 °C.

The high temperature level is a problem for the majority of the community. The
proposed development plan should have to consider the natural wind corridors
such as paddy fields, marshlands, tanks and water bodies.
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5.2 SWOT Analysis /Goal 2

The most attractive residential population agglomeration in the region

Table No. 5 9 SWOT analysis - Goal 2

S
h 1. Availability of developable lands for residential usage within the Pradeshiya\
Sabha area .
2. Kurunegala has high population growth rate when compare with national level
7,) and district level
E 3. Land subdivision increases annually for residential developmentsa.
(L]
Z ®  There is trend of settling the community within divisional secretariat area
g (Pradeshiya Sabha area), who comes for the town center with targeting
= services and administrative facilities. (there are 50 acres of lands are
(V)] annually subdivided)
4. Flat terrain and disaster-free area.
\ J
N ™
(7] 1. About 500 families living in low-income houses, within the Kurunegala MC Area
ﬁ boundary. (Wilgoda, Polaththapitiya, Wew Gala)
(V2]
E 2. Roads are narrow and not connected with each other.
X 3. There are no Pipe borne water systems control by Water Supply and Drainage
5 Board, in Kurunegala area. (Pipe borne water supply is only limits Municipal
Council area)
=
A\ J
N ) \
1. 1. Kurunegala area identified as a most suitable area for residential usage -
The National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan expecting higher residential
development (10 lakhs of population within Kurunegala Metro region area) by
2030.
m - - - -
H 2. Existing and proposed infrastructure projects — Local level
E ®m  Greater- Kurunegala water supply scheme and the sanitary project.
oD = Pipe borne water system project proposed by Water Supply and Drainage
E Board by 2030.
8 = Road widening projects
% 3. Existing and proposed infrastructure projects — National Level
\\ J
A \
2
<
L
o
25
=
A \L J
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5.2.1 Strengths

01. Availability of developable lands for residential usage within the

Pradeshiya Sabha area.

According to goal 2 the expected populationincreasementis 50,000 and housing
increasement is 12,500 in 2030. Assuming the amount land extent per house
as 15 perches, need 457 hectares of land extent for expected future housing
requirement in 2030. It can be identified developable lands for residential
usage, when studying the land use plan (map number 2.5)

- Coconut lands 5748.11 hectare - 23%

- Home gardens (Acre 1-2) 3300.31 hectare - 83%

Most of the coconuts lands are infertile which are located in the northern part
of Kurunegala and it has the potential to subdivide those lands as residential
usage. Apart from that, it has a possibility to subdivide the large land extent
more than 1 - 2 Acre.

When studying the current residential usage and housing density, it has the
possibility to fulfil the total requirement of residential lands in 2030 by land
subdivisions.

Table No. 5.10 - Requirement of residential lands - 2030

AreaNorth Residen- | Housing Extent Expect- ing
Western tial Land | Amount For One ing Pop- | housing | Require-
Provincial Area 2017 Housin ulation |unitsin-| ment
Division; 2017 ME1 2030 | crement
Unit

(ha.) 2030
Kurunegala Land sub
Municipal 434 6,023 28 7,693 1,768 divide
Council into 1/3
Urb
Urban ares Land sub
Pradezhi 5 3,816.6 | 23,545 64 26,235 6,913 divide
Saba y into 1/3
Lands are not Land sub
belong to L
Pradeshiya 4,507.4 | 16,739 107 13,015 3,425 divide
Saba into 1/5

Source : North Western Provincial Division; Urban Development Authority 2018
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02. The Kurunegala Divisional Secretariat Area has high population
growth rate Area Population Population growth Rate

Table No. 5.11 - Population growth trend 2001- 2017

. Population growth
Area Population P g
Rate
1981- | 2001- | 2011-
1981 2001 2011 2017
2001 | 2011 | 2017
SriLanka |14 846,274 18,797,257 | 20,359,439 116 | 0.76
Kurunegala | 1,198,795 | 1,458,385 | 1,618,465 0.96 0.97
Planning 163,602 167,651 180,399 0.98 1.23
Area

Source: Department of Census and statistics - 2017

Comparing the population growth rates between Sri Lanka and Kurunegala,
Kurunegala has a high growth rate. A large in-migration happens due to the
agglomeration of employment opportunities and services (popular schools,
hospitals, commercial activities) in the core town area. Similarly, higher
population growth of 2011-2017 shows a positive trend than the 2001-2011, as
a demographic factor.

03. Landsubdivisionincreasesannually, forresidentialdevelopments.

Graph No. 5.2 - Trend of land subdivision — 1990 - 2017
1000

200

’ 400
]

200

0

1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2009 2010 2011 2015 2016 20%F<"

Source-Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha 2017

Above graph clearly illustrates the amount of land subdivisions for residential
developments are increased with time series. People tend to migrate to town
areasduetotheagglomerationof servicesand economicactivitiesin Kurunegala.
As aresult of that more than 50 acres of lands are converted to residential usage
per year. There is a trend of establishing three-storey residential apartments
in this area, according to building applications in the Kurunegala MC area (ex:
326 of Preliminary Planning Clearance are approved for apartments during 2017
May to 2018 May — (source; UDA data).
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04.

Flat terrain and disaster-free area.

Figure 5.6 - Elevation in Kurunegala area

Lisgencl
Elsvation Ranges in metres

Tl
BEEBESE

BE

D Pragesfig Sanna Bordary

Digital Elevation Model
Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha Area

Source ; North Western Province - Disaster Management Unit 2018
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The Kurunegala town belongs to intermediate zone according to climatic
classifications and located in the low country which below the 300m of elevation.

78% of rainwater discharge to the Maguru Oya by two canals called Buu Ela and
Waan Ela. Those canals flow 6km of distance through residential, commercial
and cultivated lands in the town core area. So, there can be identified a natural
drainage pattern. Asaresult of that, it has a possibility to develop as aresidential
zone the surrounded town areas and Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha area.

5.2.2 Weaknesses

01. About 500 families living in low-income houses, within the Ku
runegala MC Area boundary.

Table 5.12 - No. of low income housing units — Kurunegala M C Area

Place No. of Families
Gettuwana 125
Weugala 25
Dambulla Road 90
Wilgoda 270

Total 510

Source - Urban developtent authority field survey 2018

Figure No. 5.7 - Labor houses — Wilgoda

Source : North Western Provincial Office, Urban Development Authority

More than 99% of low-income families are labours, who is working in Kurunegala
Municipal Council. Above map illustrates the locations which they are settled
and the Municipal council proposed to built-up a flat, as a solution for that issue.
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02. Roads are narrow and not connected with each other.

The proper infrastructure facilities cannot be identified in inner residential
areas because of the dead-end roads and narrow roads. Lack of connectivity
also a main issue to develop this area.

Figure No. 5.8 - Starting and ending point of a road which connect to Puttalam
road

Start of the road End of the road

Source : North Western Provincial Office, Urban Development Authority
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The National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan expecting

The National Housing Physical Planning Policy and Plan -2030 identified the
corridor connecting Gampaha and Kurunegala town as the most desirable areas
for development of residential zones due to disaster free nature. They expect
to increase the residential population up to 10 lakhs in the Kurunegala Metro
Region area. Here, expect to develop as high populated, residential zone by 2030
with an increasing population up to 250,000 within the planning boundary with
the proposed development plan. It is a main opportunity which comes through
the National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan -2030.

02.

Existing and proposed projects

= The proposed water supply project by Greater- Kurunegala water supply
scheme and sanitary project — 2030.

Table No. 5. 13 - proposed projects

TEC (Rs. | Design De- | Electorate.GN Di- | Benefi-
Name o . o Source Remarks
Mn.) mand vision/DS division | ciaries
Polga-
Polgahawe- hawela,Alawwa, .
. Project under
la -Alawwa Total Supply -| Galigamuwa,Ram- | 180,000 .
1 16,282.16 Ma Oya implementa-
WSP (stage 29,000m3/d | bukkana, Waraka- | (2030) tion
1) pola, Kurunegala,
Werambugedara
Pro-
After re-
;. posed .
Mallawapitiya, Wan- ceiving NPD
Maspotha, Ridee- aproval &
Wandurap- Total supply - 219,400 | durap-
2. 31,246 gama, Ibbagamu- funds the
inuella WSP 39,500m3/d (2035) | eenuella .
wa, Mawathag- . project could
reserviour :
ama, Kurunegala be imple-
(Deduru
mented
Oya
Kuliyapitiya East, NPD approval
Katupotha Weeramugedara, received after
Bamuna- Maspotha, Bamu- Daduru receiving
Total supply - 134,000
3 | kotuwa 18,906.00 nakotuwa, Pan- Oya Res- | funds the
18,000m3/d (2030) . .
Integrated duwanuwara East, ervoir project could
WSs West, Kobeigane, be imple-
Wariyapola. mented
Total supply - 1500 Bore Project under
4 | Thorayaya 366 Ibbagamuwa DSD implementa-
yay 850m3/d g families | Hole . P
tion
Source - Water supply and Drainage Board 2018
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This Greater- Kurunegala Water Supply Scheme and the Sanitary Project is one
of the main ongoing project, which is conducted by Water Supply and Drainage
Board to cover Kurunegala MC Area. It has the capacity to expand the sanitary
project by introducing sewerage lines according to requirements of this
community. In here they already acquired 9 acres of land from Malkaduwawa
Grama Niladharee division to establish a sewerage treatment plant as a first
step of this sanitary project.

The above table also illustrates this project covers the whole MC area. Ma Oya,
Deduru Oya and groundwater wells are main water sources for this Pipe borne
water supply project. The Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha area have possibility
to develop as a residential zone with this proposed pipe borne water supply
project in future (map number 6.11)

Central expressway and railway expansion project.

The Gettuwana highway interchange pointand the Kurunegalarailway stationare
located closer to each other. It is a great potential to integrate those two modes
of transports to develop Transit-Oriented Development Hub. This integration
and higher accessibility factors will efficient the transportation system in
Kurunegala area. The community has the possibility to live in Kurunegala town
because it has direct and easy access within a few hours (1-1 % hour) with other
main towns such as Colombo, Kegalle, Dambulla, Kandy and Anuradhapura.
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5.3 Swot Analysis / Goal 3

Preservation of ‘character /identity’ of the Kurunegala

Table No. 5. 14 - SWOT analysis - Goal 3

N ) . . A
1. The identity of the Kurunegala depends on the Ethugala from
ancient time.
)
X
=
O
Z
Y]
o
=
n
\ . J
N\ ) N
e 1. The current developments happen without considering the
0 identity of Kurunegala. (illegal building constructions and the
= advertising cutouts)
=2
<
i
=
L L J
N ) \
1. Ethugalais a main memorable landmark for more than 80% of
the people, according to the result of Cognitive Survey.
0
Ll
™
|
L)
Z
>
=
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o
o
o
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o
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=
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5.3.1 Strengths

01. The identity of the Kurunegala depends on the Ethugala from
ancient time.

The Kurunegala was known as Ethugal Pura and Hasthi Sheila Pura from
kingdoms era because of a large rock, which has a shape of an elephant. The
name of ‘Kurunegala’ also donates due to this large rock according to legends.
As a result of that, the visibility of Ethugala is a main strength to remain the
identity of the city.

5.3.2 Weakness
01. The current developments happen without considering the iden
tity of Kurunegala.

Figure No. 5.9 - The available buildings and advertising cutouts which are
construct as disturbs to scenic of Ethugala

Source : North Western Provincial Office, Urban Development Authority
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The building constructions and the advertising cutouts are the main constraints
for the visibility of Ethugala in nowadays. It should be introduced maximum
heights for new vertical developments through the proposed development plan
to provide an identity for the town, through Ethugala.

5.3.3 Opportunities

01. Ethugalais a main memorable landmark for more than 80% of
the people, according to the result of Cognitive Survey.

The Kurunegala town has a large number of ancient and historical monuments in
different eras, such as Rajapihilla Garden, Palace and Magul Maduwa in kingdoms
era, the Clock Tower, which is built as a monument to the Second World War,
The Court Complex, Church, Police and other historical building constructions
in the British era. But the Cognitive Survey identified the Ethugala is the main
memorable landmark for more than 80% of the people. Accordingly, it has the
challenge to develop this town as a main economic center, with preserving the
remaining identity.

Urban Development Authority 73







nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

—

A |

=| | 1
=4 —||(l[IINL
N\ =I=T=
DDE”-

—\

O3

The Plan

Urban Development Authority



76



Chapter 06

The Plan

Conceptual Plan

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Chapter 6

The Plan

6.1 Conceptual Plan

The conceptual plan illustrates the ‘Future City Model’ which is developed
by the planners, for Kurunegala town and surrounded area. This proposed
conceptual plan design by using the available potentials, proposed and ongoing
development projects. It consists of solutions for identified problems within
the planning boundary area. Basically, it will show future planning directions.

The Kurunegala town is a monocentric town which has historically evolved. It is
located at the place, connecting five main roads as a junction town. The analysis
shows that, this monocentric nature is the main reason for most available
issues in this town. As a solution for that, the proposed conceptual plan hopes
to develop this as a dual - centric town. In here, the existing town area (main
junctions and the surrounded area) develops as ‘Main Economic and Service
Center’. Another town center develops as a ‘Transit Oriented Hub’, near the
Gettuwana Highway Interchange Point and Kurunegala Railway Station Area.

The service center consists of administrative institutions, government offices
and other service organizations. In here, mainly get the optimal usage from
underutilized lands within the existing core town area, in order to attract
community. The Gettuwana and surrounded area develop as a massive
residential zone with the potential of proposed transit-oriented development.

This proposed dual-centric town consists of several zones. As the first zone core
areas develop as high dense urbanized areas. A suburban zone develops next to
that. Afterward, develop other zones being reducing the urban characteristics.

The proposed conceptual plan achieves sustainable development with enhanced
economic, social, environmental and physical development. The Kurunegala
town will become a sustainable main economic and service center in Sri Lanka
by 2030.
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Map No. 6.1 - Conceptual Plan
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Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.2. Proposed Land use Plan

Below cross sections illustrates the urban characteristics which going to be
introduced through the new development plan.

The land use plan illustrates the proposed land uses for 2030. The Kurunegala
town develops as a dual centric town by 2030 as describes in Conceptual Plan
(map number 6.1)Here proposed to develops 7 sub-town centers parallel to that
and Wellawa, Maspotha, Mathawa, Kiriwawla towns develop as urban service
centers, as the main objectives of this land use plan.

The proposed plan going to reduce panning related problems, maintained the
plot coverage within the town area, core town area develops as a high dense
urban zone, introduce proper integrated road network in and surrounded to the
two main town centers. As a town which can reach to any main town center in
Sri Lanka; the Kurunegala town should develop with a proper transport plan to
reduce available problems.

The upcoming mega-scale developments introduce to peripheral areas to
expand the development to outside areas, by the proposed transportation
plan. Here hopes to reduce the pressure in core town areas, by expanding that
pressure to peripheral areas while attracting the developments. Apart from
that, here introducing a proper zoning plan for sustainable development. The
underdeveloped areas will develop by the proposed alternative road network.
With that, available lands will develop as described in n below.

This proposed land use plan hopes to develop core town areas, with high
dense vertical development with all types of infrastructure facilities, including
sewerage and drainage systems. The other five peripheral zones will develop as
decreasing the density respectively.
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Figure No. 6.1 - Proposed Urbanization - Ethugala to Puttalam

To Puttalam To Kandy

Density pattern along Puttalam Road from City Cenfer
Ethugala

#‘ﬁ s #s::"'f:;!:.l.i‘r‘fl I

Source : Urban Development Authority , North Western provincial Office 2020

Above picture illustrates the proposed building arrangement, building density
and characteristics of proposed zones alone Kandy road including the Ethugala.

Figure No. 6.2 - Proposed Urbanization — Town Center to Colombo and Town
Center to Dambulla

City

Center

Towards Dambulla Towards Colombo

. 1o e s H =ils .
.!‘w!!,,-fh-nf."..-,-a-.-ﬂ..dm-&wwﬁ;‘:m}hi.. i!u'.':f."ﬁ".ln rh-&'".‘ﬁ.'ﬂﬁhl;wkmr"»-'!-'m.”d-ﬂtcm.ﬁmn-..‘.'!!.-.-...'!.,.ﬂ-..h

Density pattern towards Dambulls and Colombo from City Center
Source : Urban Development Authority , North Western provincial Office 2020

The above picture depicts the urbanization towards the city of Dambulla and
Colombo. The density decreases systematically, away from the core town.
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Kurunegala Development Plan (2021 - 2030) Source : UDA (North Western Province) Province
Urban Develo bmen T Authorit v Prepared By : Kurunegala Planning Team
Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.3. Physical and Social Infrastructure
Development Plan

6.3.1 Services Plan

6.3.1.1 Proposed Settlement Plan

The Kurunegala district is disaster free, flat terrain area when compared with
other districts in Sri Lanka. The vision (‘Proper, Secure and Perfect land’) of
the National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan- 2030 also identified, the
Kurunegala has the potential to develop a proper residential area because of its
locational advantages. Here they expect to increase the residential population
up to 10 lakhs within the Kurunegala metro region and it is 250,000 of the
residential population, within the planning boundary, by 2030. The proposed
development plan will develop the infrastructure facilities, according to future
expected requirements.

The proposed settlement plan expects to develop residential usage within the
planning boundary, while preserving the wetlands.

Table No. 6.1 - Proposed housing density by zone — 2030

o [ = (7] 7,
[J] T - o c
5 2 LSt |E5s_ | P8
E c £ EEL |55 |Boyw
Zone w2 = 53 2 22 s 3= 8
Y| by | 8T |2 28T
o 3 o wn o g o] o w<Lolo wce
8 & g3 e 5 |85 5855
N Qo N I N oS |RoalRaoa
Special commercial zone 259 67 2.50 103 27
lake tourism and exclusive
¢ tourl Xclus 3,190 826 169.14| 19 5
residential area
health and medicare zone 1,888 489 42.27 45 12
Special development zone 2,018 523 78.08 26 7
Mix development Zone 47,178 12,222 650.95 72 19
Mix development Zone 2 85,268 22,090 2,517.35 34
Industrial Zone 2,561 663 201.13 13 3
Mix Residential Zone 65,158 16,880 3,853.28 17
Mix development Hinterland
P 10350| 2,681 592.07| 17 5
zone
Low density residential zone 30,162 7,814 2,532.01 12 3
Total 248,031 64,257 | 10,638.78 - -

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

Here hopes to develop the planning boundary as ten density zones, according
to the analysis (Livability Analysis, Potential Analysis, Sensitivity Analysis)
which are carried out to identify the suitable lands for residential usage. As
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described in table 6.1, 19 of housing units are located per hectare within the mix
development Zone 01 and 9 housing units are located per hectare, within the
mix development Zone 2 by 2030 Accordingly, the High Dense Urban Zone(mix
development zoneO1l :MC Area) and the mix development Zone 2 will develop
as high dense, actractive residential areas, including required infrastructure
facilities.

The areas belong to the mix development Hinterland Zone, develop as medium
density residential areas with increasing the quality and the quantity of
infrastructure facilities. Mathawa, Maspotha, Kiriwawla and Wellawa are small
scale town centers which, develop within Mix Development Hinterland Zone. The
agricultural lands (coconut lands) which are located in Low Dense Residential
Zone, preserve as it is, while increasing residential usage through the proposed
settlement plan. (Map number 6.3).
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Map No. 6.3 - Proposed Settlement Plan
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Table No. 6.2 - Estimated housing units according to population - 2030

2030
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w g Y| Do T o
o 3 o w o8B dg|low B8l of
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Special commercial zone 259 67 2.50 103 27
lake tourism and exclusive
. . 3,190 826 169.14 19 5
residential area
health and medicare zone 1,888 489 42.27 45 12
Special development zone 2,018 523 78.08 26 7
Mix development Zone 47,178 | 12,222 650.95 72 19
Mix development Zone 2 85,268 | 22,090 | 2,517.35 34 9
Industrial Zone 2,561 663 201.13 13 3
Mix Residential Zone 65,158 16,880 | 3,853.28 17 4
Mix development Hinterland zone 10,350 2,681 592.07 17 5
Low density residential zone 30,162 | 7,814| 2,532.01 12 3
Total 248,031 | 64,257

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

Assumptions

The future housing requirement ware calculated, considering the population
increment rate, available potentials for residential development, cost of
infrastructure facilities, physical factors, environmental factors and future
development potentials. According to that, assume 3.86 people per square meter

as the population density.

The proposed development plan expecting 250,000 of population, by 2030. The
housing requirement is illustrated in the below table, according to expected

population growth.
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Table No. 6.3 - The number of houses to be provided in 2030

Growth of housing units by 2030 (difference between 17232
2017-2030)

Homeless families 1350
Number of unauthorized families in reservations 786
Total Housing Requirement - 2030 19368
(Deduct)An increase of houses by 2030 based on the aver- 12397
age annual housing growth rate.

Number of houses -2030 6971

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
Assumption

Here assume the housing growth rate as 1.77 by considering the housing growth
between 2012- 2017.

According to the data of monthly average income (per house) in census and
statistics (2016), the housing requirement for 2030 divides into four categories
considering the income level. It is shown in the below table.

Table No. 6.4 - Classification of households by income level

Income Housing Tvpes Requirement As a
(Rupees) g yP of Housing Percentage
23000 < Low income houses 718 10%
23000-63700 [ Middle income houses (lower) 2605 37%
63700- . . o
115,000 Middle income houses (Upper) 2430 35%
115000 > Luxury 1218 18%
Total Houses 6971 100%

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

According to the above table, 718 of the housing units allocated for low-income
families (unauthorized residents and homeless families), 2605 of the housing
units allocated for middle-income families (lower level), 2430 for upper-level
middle-income families and 1218 of luxury housing units for high-income
families. Below table 6.5 shows the proposed housing development projects for
each income class.

Accordingly, the estimated housing requirement will fulfil by highrise apartment
in the identified locations.
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Housing Requirement
Land ] ]
Place Extent Low Middle | Middle
income income | income | Luxury
(Acre) (lower) | (Higher)
Pelan_denlya G_onagar_na 03 ) ) 375 550
junction housing project
Doratiyawa housing project 05 - 100 450 250
Darpbulla Road housing 02 ) 90 90 )
project
We\{va rauma housing 12 ) ) 650 550
project
Gettuwana housing project 05 - 150 150 50
Sathyawadi housing project 0.5 - - - 200
Her_allyawala housing 02 ) 600 ) )
project
Halpara housing project 15 950 500 -
Wilgoda housing project 02 500 -
Kaudawatta housing project 04 - 300 300 -
Waduragala housing project 02 - 450 - -
Wehera (M.CLand ) Housing 15 500 ) ) )
Project
M.C Land Near Cemetry 0.5 50 - - -
Hou.smg project Infront of 05 ) 30 ) )
Maliyadewa Boys school
Total 53.25 750 2670 2515 1300

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

Proposed methodology:

e Construction of flats in a lands which locates underutilized government

quarters.

® Construction of housing projects through private investments by land
acquisition (private own acquired lands)

Urban Development Authority
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Map No. 6.4 - Proposed housing development projects

Legend
Express way —— Main Road
P d Housing Project:
. roposed Housing Projects —+— Rail road ~—— Minor road 1:60,000
Map No : 24
P d Highrise Devel t Plan - K la Planning A ’ b North
ropose Ighrise Developmen an — Kurunegala Plannin rea Prepared Date | : September 8, 2020
P € P 8 8 Updated On | :2020 Western
Kurunegala Development Plan (2021 - 2030) Source - UDA (North Western Province) Province
> P d B H la Planning Te
Urban Development Authority reparedBy | Kurunegala Flanning feam

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.3.1.2 Educational Service Development Plan

Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

This educational development plan hopes to establish primary and secondary
education institutions, for the expected residential population (250,000) by

2030.

Table No. 6.6 - The demand for school students by 2030.

c cm c cwm
S .| 8¢ S o g9
T 9 & ° "o T | %
= 5 2 = 3 ¢ = o
o o o o o
a9 a ¥ a9 a ¥ 2 M
. = 9 P = 9 [
c ¥ c * c ¥ c ¥ s N
v £ o % v £ o % e c
-] - £ o ° £ - -
S == S5 o = c U
= £ = 3 = = 3 - =
w5 7} E w5 7] £ o) 5
N N = N o = o = 3
s |38| SE 2% | 3E |23
N N Y ~N S N Y N S =
Number of students in
.. . 31,929 | 5,534 26,395 7,169 26,395 | 33,564
Municipal Council Area
Number of students in
. 19,040 | 30,793 | -13,753 41,717 -13,753 | 27,964
Pradeshiya Sabha Area
*13,759 of | *here assume
students 41,717
The capacity of the migrate to students
current schools in the - - schools in migrate to, - -
Planning Boundary Municipal schools in
Council Municipal
Area Council Area
Future demand for ) . ) ) ) )
schools
The difference in the
1,635 - - - - -
MC area
Difference in MC area 8,924 - - - - -
Total number of stu-
10,559 - - - - -
dents
Number of schools in 13 ) ) ) _ )
MC Area
The need for improv-
ing the Municipal
g e P 1,635 | - - - - -
Council Schools (Num-
ber of students)
Number of schools in 46 ) ) ) _ )
Pradeshiya Sabha
Need to improve
8,924 - - - - -
(number of students)
Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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Here assume the amount of school going children (between years 5-18) will
increase to 10,600 within the planning boundary by 2030. It should provide
qualitative education for those children. In order to develop the education level,
here hope to upgrade the identified schools through the proposed development
plan.

There are 13 schools located within the core town area of Kurunegala. The
amount of children who studies those schools, more than six times of school
going children within the Kurunegala MC area. The main objective of this planis
to develop the schools which are located proximity to the main roads, instead
of the famous schools in core town area. Accordingly, below table 6.7 and map
6.5 illustrates the identified schools to be developed.

Table No. 6.7 - The proposed schools will be developed by 2030

New Con- | Upgrading the ex-
structions | isting condition

Raththanagalla National School v
Thiragama Central Collage

Name of the School

Mahinda Vidyala - Gettuwana

Sudarshan Maha Vidyalaya - Udabadalawa

Vishwaloka Vidyalaya

Athugalpura Kumara Vidyalaya

Wellawa Maha Vidyalaya

Boyagane Maha Vidyalaya

AN/ IR IR NI I N BN I NE I N IR N

Maspotha Maha Vidyalaya

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

It expects to upgrade the schools which are located in peripheral areas (within
the Pradeshiya Sabha Area) with introducing all the facilities, similar to the
famous schools. With that, they hope to reduce the demand for famous schools
in core town area because this is the main course for traffic congestion. So, it
may be a solution to traffic jam in future. Especially, the amount of schools is
not changing in the MC area and the amount may change in peripheral areas.

The main objective of this plan is to provide educational facilities, according
to future expected residential populations’ demand. This will achieve through
2030 plan.
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Map No. 6.5 - The proposed services plan — Education-2030

To Puttalam
Talwita
Vidyalaya
® lyalay
sri To Dhambulla
Wellawa M.M.V
Saranankara
MV
Al-Azhar
Muslim
Vidyalaya
“
Edandawala
Aththahiq
ishwaloka
Aidyalaya
Alakoladeniya
To Negombo
Sri
Ni: k:
MM To Kandy
To Colombo Saraswafhi
0 2 4 8 K.M
L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 |
Legend Exsisting School N
Proposed School ® “‘ib"
(ﬁsclm:rzocment ® : 2B Main Road . (@@
v > ;
o Type2 —— Minor road 1:122,000 W
@ rroposed Type 3 Map No :18
. . . North
Proposed Education Service Plan - Kurunegala Planning Area Prepared Date |: September 8, 2020 w
Updated On | :2020 estern
Kurunegala Development Plan (2021 - 2030) Source : UDA (North Western Province) Province
- Prepared By : Kurunegala Planning Team
Urban Development Authority

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.3.1.3 Health Service Development Plan

The main objective of this plan is to provide quality health facilities to both
expected residential population and commuting population by 2030.

There are 26,000 of daily commuting happening with targeting health facilities
and it is 8.6% of the total daily commuting population (300,000).

Here assume this amount will increase by 10% by 2030 and expecting 43,000
of commuting population with targeting health facilities from the total daily
commuting population (500,000) in 2030.

Expected commuting population for health facilities = 500,000 x (8.6/100)

43,000

Assuming the expected population as 48,000 for health, hope to increase
physical and human facilities in Kurunegala Teaching Hospital. Currently, the
majority of buildings are one-storey buildings in Teaching Hospital and this
plan will develop those buildings with vertical developments with reaching to
the optimal usage of this land.

The Mathawa and Wellawa identified as sub-town centers and the hospitals
in those areas will upgrade with proper facilities according to proposed
development plan. Further, this development plan highlighted the requirement
of the regional hospitals in Maspotha and Kiriwawla areas.

In here develops the Mathawa, Wellawa hospitals as qualitatively and
quantitatively with new Facilities (buildings, equipment). The available clinic
centers in Maspotha and Kiriwawla areas will upgrade with this proposed
development plan (map number 6.6).

The plan also proposes a special health promotion zone for the main hospital
and surrounding area in the city of Kurunegala for the efficient maintenance of
private sector activities related to health.
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Map No. 6.6 - Proposed health development plan
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Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.3.2 Proposed Transport Plan

6.3.2.0 Introduction

The Kurunegala town has historical evolution because it is a main junction town
which connects five main roads each other. Ambepussa — Trincomalee Road,
Katugasthota — Puttalam Road, Negombo Road are the main roads which are
integrating this town center. As a result of that, Kurunegala town provides the
easy access for all the regions in Sri Lanka including, Northern, Eastern, Western
and Central. Through there is well connectivity between main road network,
the internal roads do not have better connectivity. As a result of that, most of
the time people have to travel through core town center via main roads. That
creates huge traffic congestion in peak hours.

Furthermore, all the administrative and government offices are located in the
core town area because this town center is the administrative capital since the
kingdoms Era and British Era (ex; Court Complex, Provincial Council, District
Secretariat Office, Police station, Urban Council, RDA). The considerable amount
of daily commuters come to those offices and create traffic congestion.

The poor connectivity of internal roads course to liner development along the
main arteries and helps to traffic congestion. The strategic transport plan hope
to introduce alternative road network while upgrading the internal and rural
roads.

It can be identified urban stress, urban environmental pollution and
disturbances to economic status due to the traffic congestion. This traffic
congestion cause to some health problems also. A survey which is conducted by
heath sectors shows the school going children infects for respiratory diseases
due to berathing polluted air more than 8 hours during their school time. The
commercial communities also faces to this same incidence.

Get the potentials of main national scale project such as central expressway,
railway expansion project Kurunegala to Dambulla and Polgahawela to
Kurunegala proposed double line railway, are main strength to develop optimal
and efficient transportation system in Kurunegala area. Get the advantages
from current and future developments, to create an efficient transport system
in Kurunegala town area is the main objective of this proposed transport plan.
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Map No. 6.7 - Transport Plan
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Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

The above map no 6.7 reflect the transportation plan for 2030 and the following
strategies are included
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6.3.2.1 Strategy 01 - Developments of outer circular road

(Saragama - Waduragala — Gettuwana and Wilkhawa — Mallawapitiya alternative
road.)

(Mallawapitiya—Uyandana-Yaggapitiyaand Yaggapitiya—Saragama alternative
road.)

Table No. 6.8 - Alternate routes to the Outer Circular road.

Road Name ( Starting and End Point) | Road length Nleeﬁgc)r?d Road width
Saragama to Vaduragala 6.94 2.62 12
Vaduragala to Gettuwana 3.33 2.15 24
Vilbava to Mallawapitiya 481 1.05 12
Mallavapitiya to Saragama 4.68 0 15
Yaggapitiya to Saragama 7.76 0 12

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020

The outer circuler road is Proposed as represented by the transportation plan
( Map no 6.7) and most importamtly Vaduragala to Gettuwana part should be
developed as the first phase of the Road to achive the vision of the development
plan.

6.3.2.2 Strategy 02

¢ Current railway station land develop as Multimodal Transport
Hub. Project Objectives

e Establishment of the transit center in Kurunegala town.

® To make the Kurunegala town as efficient trans port hub by integrating
the multimode of transportations.

® Minimize the problem of lack of integration between the railway station
and bus stand.

Thisisanopportunity to attract high residential population and commuting
population, using the potentials of multimodal transportation hub, which
connects highways, railways and normal ways (roads), by enhancing
efficiency and easy accessibility. The city’s economy can be strengthened
through the expansion of the services providing for the community.
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R/
L X4

Development of Kandy Road — Gettuwana to town center with six
lanes (Transit Corridor).

There is a huge traffic congestion in A10 road due to the entry and exit
of the vehicles through proposed expressway. The distance between the
main bus stand and express interchange is about 1km. It is essential to
widen the road as a six lane route for making the transport in an efficient,
between the expressway interchange and the main bus station. This road
provides the main access to the Kurunegala town to Gettuwana, therefore
high level of service should be provided.

6.3.2.3 Strategy 03 - Widen the inner regional roads

Project Objectives

m  Upgrading the residential development in the internal areas of the
town.

®  Expand the urban developments to internal areas instead of the main
roads.

m  Development of better connectivity between main roads and internal
roads.

It has the ability to increase the movements in the internal town area by
widening the roads, developing the underdeveloped roads and connecting
theroads. Thedevelopmentaroundthe available mainroads canbedirected
to the internal areas through this project. The residential population also
increases by enhancing accessibility.

Acordingly following roads are identified as to be widen in this development
plan. The details are included in the project list at chapter no (6.6).

Table 6.9 - Internal routes to be widened.

© N oA~ WwWN

Jayanthipura — Wilkawa Road 9. Kawdawaththa - Alakoladeniya
Road

10. Wilgoda Waththa Road

11. Sumangala Mawatha

Sarvidaya Mawatha
Sumanadasa Mawatha
Heenamulla Road
Alakoladeniya Road 12. Heraliyawala Road
13. Bandaranayeke Mawatha
14. Pubudu Mawatha

15. Malkaduwawa circular Road

16. Kawdawaththa Mawatha

Wewarauma Road
Sundarapola Road

Kuda Galgamuwa Road

Source : Urban Development Authority North Western provincial Office , 2020
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6.3.2.4 Strategy 04 - Expansions of RDA roads

@

< Project Objective

® Minimize the traffic congestion which is occurred both proposed

expressway project and existing traffic jam in city center.

KurunegalaJunctionisanationallevel junctionandthereshouldbe properly
connecting the road networks by providing easy/comfortable accessibility.
Currently, the road design capacities have exceeded the favorable level
and exceeded the level of services also. Therefore, main roads and other

connected roads should be expanded according to the requirement.

Table No. 6.10 - RDA routes to be widened.

Road

Part to be widen

AA006 Ambepussa —Kurunegala -
Trincomalee Road

Regland estate to Wehera

Polaththapitiya to Badagamuwa

AA010 Katugasthota — Kurunegala -
Puttalam Road

Mallawapitiya Junction to Thiththawella

B247 Kurunegala — Marammala _
madampe road

Kurunegala to Gepallawa

B 084 inner circular road

Yanthampalawa to Puwakgas Junction -
through Katugashandiya to Gettuwana

Source : Road Development Authority , 2018

6.3.2.5 Strategy 5 - Construction of flyover in Muththettugala

The railway crossing in Muththettugala area has to closed about sixty times
per day due to the rail track, which crossing the Ambepussa-Trincomalee

road (A006). It is real disturbances to comfort travelling. With the

development of Gettuwana highway interchange point, the development
trend will increase in Muththettugala area. Moreover, the RDA analysis
proved that the design capacities may exceed in the roads by the year 2020
and it creates huge traffic congestion. In order to solve those problems

this flyover project proposed by this development plan.

6.3.2.6 Strategy 6 — Proposed Vehicle parks

By providing vehicular parking areas for high dense commercial

development, hope to reduce available traffic situations which are

occurring due to vehicle parking on either side of the roads. It may lead to

efficient functionality of the city.

m  Establish vehicle parking points.

Reducing traffic congestion caused by parking on both sides of roads in
the city center and making it an efficient city by providing parking spaces
required for high density commercial development.
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®m  Establishment of separate vehicular parks for private bussers and hiring
vehicles (The identified places for parkings reflect in Map 6.8). These
identified locations areintended tobeimplemented as mixed development
projects with public parking lots.

Vehicular parks for vehicles

1. Multi-storey parking building at town center
Central Market area
Parking area near to Multimode Transport Hub
Udawalpola ( Outer Circuler by pass joining place)
Kadurugas Handiya, Kandy road ( Judge quarters)
In front of Nawinna Hospital
In front of Teaching Hospital

In front of devotional secretariat offices —-Pawakgas Handiya

© 0 N o ok W N

Proposed parking plot in ‘square mavatha’
10. Land belongs to Southern Deport (separated for Private busses)
11. Land of Yanthampalawa (separated for Private busses)

12. Abndond paddy in front of Maliyadewa Girls

Urban Development Authority 99



Kurunegala Town Development Plan 2021-2030

Map No. 6.8 - Identified areas for vehicular parking
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6.3.2.7 Expected Objectives of Transport Plan

Easy accessibility is the main potential for future development and it accelerates
the quality of the developments also. The Kurunegala town identified as, the
main town center, which is located in the Eastern — Western Economic Corridor
by the National Physical Planning Policy and the Plan- 2030. The development
of transport facilities with parallel to future d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>